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might be poured out on the ground as an offering
to the triumph of the English arms.    The fighting
in many instances was of the most barbarous and
ferocious description.    In some cases, single men
marked their particular adversaries and dragged
them from the ranks; and thus, combating in pairs,
they wrestled and cut each other, 'until the knife of
the more fortunate gladiator entered the vital part
of his antagonist and terminated the revolting con-
test. The enemy was pressed so hard by our troops,
that a distinguished  Captain  of the Ashantees,
either from despair, or to end his misery the more
speedily,  blew himself up.    A cry now arose that
the Ashantees were advancing between the centre
and the right wing of the army :  the alarm, was
caused by a panic amongst the party from Danish
Accra,   the native troops in that quarter having,
with their Carboceer at their head, retreated early
in the action, it being, as they afterwards explained,
" against their Fetish to fight on a Monday," and
thus created in the remainder of the body appre-
hensions of weakness.    This cowardly conduct of
the Danes compelled the centre to fall back, and
abandon all the advantages their valour had ob-
tained,  a movement which immediately exposed
them to a galling fire from the enemy, who now
rushed onwards in immense numbers to crush the
retiring troops.    At this important crisis of the
battle, Colonel Purden advanced with the reserve,
.who brought rocke.ts with them, a few of which